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Golden Triangle Cooperative 
Social Studies Curriculum 

Grade 7-12 Montana History Objectives 

 
GTCC.7-12.MH.1 Prehistory/Precontact (S3B8#1,2,3,4) (S4B8#1,2,5,7) 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.1a  Relate the creation of land features with geologic forces. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.1b  Compare human migration/origin theories and stories (EU3). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.1c  Relate the creation of land features with geological forces. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.1d  Describe the socio-economic characteristics of pre-Columbian  
                 Montana (EU2). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.1e  Analyze the pre-contact archaeological findings (EU3). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.1f  Name the foods, shelters, and medicines used by the pre-contact  
       Montana inhabitants (EU3). 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.2 Geography (S3B8#2,6)(S4B8#5,7)(S6B8#4) 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.2a  Identify the mountains, rivers, and the physical features and  
                 characteristics of the state. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.2b  Name and locate major cities, counties, county seats and Indian  
                                 reservations in Montana (EU1). 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.3  European Arrival (S4B8#5) (S3B8#2) (S3B8#4) (S3B8#2-4) (S4B8#1,2,4-
(S6B8#2,4,5) (S3B8#2-4) (S4B8#1,2,4-7) (S6B8#2,4,5) (S5B8#2) (S3B8#7)   (S3B8#4) 
(S5B8#5,6) (S2B8#6) (S3B8#2) (S4B8#1,4,6,7 (S3B8#3) 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.3a  Discuss how horses and guns changed the indigenous people's lives in 
                 Montana (EU5). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.3b  State the real names and locations of Montana's Indian tribes (EU1). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.3c  Interpret the motivation of the non-Indian explorers and fur traders. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.3d  Debate the merits of Manifest Destiny in the context of the time period. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.3e  Analyze the conflict between non-Indians and Indians'     
                 religious/cultural beliefs and customs (EU6). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.3f  Describe the impact and motivation behind the Lewis and Clark  
      Expedition. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.3g  Identify legislation and other influences that opened Montana to  
       homesteading and its effects on Montana's tribes (EU5). 
 
Major Events:   * Lewis and Clark 
   * Manifest Destiny 



 

 
  Revised 10-2018 GTCC|               Social Studies Curriculum 

Grades 7-12 MT History Objectives 
2 of 4 

 

   * Arrival of Jesuit Priests 
   * Battle of Little Big Horn 
   * Battle of Bear Paw Mountains 
   * Massacre of the Marias 
   * Homestead Acts 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.4  Natural Resources (S3B8#2) (S3B8#3,4) (S3B8#4,7) (S3B8#3,7) (S3B8#7) 
      (S4B8#2) (S5B8#2) (S2B8#6) (S3B8#3,4,7) (S4B8#7) (S5B8#2)  
      (S6B8#1,2,5) (S6B8#6) 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.4a  Recognize the contribution of mining to the development of the state 
      and its inherent problems, including transportation, environmental 
                 impact, American Indians, and lawlessness. (EU6) 
GTCC.7-12.MH.4b  Identify the different natural resources extraction processes and their 
      final products. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.4c  Examine the development of Montana's industries including cattle, 
       sheep and farming industries from the open range era to the modern  

    era  including the effects on Indian reservation economies. (EU7) 
GTCC.7-12.MH.4d  Compare and contrast the forest management practices from  
       indigenous cultures to modern times. (EU3) 
GTCC.7-12.MH.4e  Describe the uses of Montana's waterways and the issues concerning 
      water rights among the various groups in Montana including Indian 
       tribes. (EU7) 
 
Major Events:   * Trapping and fur trade 

* Gold and Silver Boom 
* Rise and Fall of Anaconda Copper Company 

   * Logging 
   * Open Range Era 
   * Winters Decision 

* Libby Health Crisis     
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.5  Transportation/Technology 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.5a  Discuss the development of transportation in Montana including its 
                 impact on Montana Indian tribes. (EU4) 
 
Major Events: * Introduction of horses 
   * Railroad 
   * Development of overland routes 
   * Automobiles 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.6  Politics (S2B8#1,4,6) (S2B8#2) (S2B8#4) (S2B8#1) (S2B8#3) (S4B8#7) 
   (S1B8#1,3) (S5B8#1) (S5B8#2) 
 

GTCC.7-12.MH.6a  Recognize the events that led Montana to obtain state status. 
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GTCC.7-12.MH.6b  Analyze the history, trends, controversies and major figures in state 
                  and tribal politics (EU7). 
GTCC.7-12.MH.6c  Identify the significance of tribal sovereignty in Montana Tribal  
       government’s  relationship to local, state, federal and international 
                  governments. (EU7) 
GTCC.7-12.MH.6d  Examine the major sectors of Montana's economy including  
                  agriculture, energy, and tourism with the impacts on Montana's Indian 
                  reservations. (EU7) 
GTCC.7-12.MH.6e  Identify and analyze the rights, laws, and governmental structure in the 
       1972 Montana Constitution. 
GTCC.7-12.MH.6f   Interpret the relevance of current issues as they relate to Montana  

    history, politics, and economics. 
 

 Major Events: * Statehood 
   * Reservations 
   * Dawes Act and Allotment 
   * Montana Sedition Act 
   * WWI, the Great Depression, and WWII. 
   * 1972 Montana Constitution 
   * Elouise Cobell vs Salazar Class Action Lawsuit 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  Revised 10-2018 GTCC|               Social Studies Curriculum 

Grades 7-12 MT History Objectives 
4 of 4 

 

Supportive Resource Materials: 
 

Montana Historical Society 
 

Montana History Textbook 
 
Research Resource - National History Day 

 
Tribal Resources-  

 
Montana Government-  

 
Maps/outline maps/county maps-  
 
Indian Education in Montana-  
 
Montana Lesson Plans- Mr Donn 

 
Montana Facts and Resources- Homeschool Mom  

 
Women in Montana-  
 
PBS LearningMedia - (scroll down for a variety of videos) 

 
 
 

https://mhs.mt.gov/
http://svcalt.mt.gov/education/Textbook/TextbookMainPage.asp
http://nhdmontanahistorytopics.pbworks.com/
http://tribalnations.mt.gov/tribalnations
https://mt.gov/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Indian-Education
http://50states.mrdonn.org/montana.html
http://thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschool-lesson-plans/states/all-about-montana
http://montanawomenshistory.org/for-teachers/
http://montana.pbslearningmedia.org/

