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Golden Triangle Cooperative 
Social Studies Curriculum  

Grades 9-12 American Government /Civics Objectives  
 
Guiding Instructional Skills 

■ Chronological Thinking 
■ Comprehension 
■ Analysis and Interpretation 
■ Research Capabilities 
■ Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making                                                                           

These skills, while presented in five separate categories, are nonetheless interactive and 
mutually supportive.  In conducting research or creating an argument of their own, for example, 
student must be able to draw upon skills in all five categories. 
 

Theme 1: Founding Philosophies and Principles 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.1    Examine and identify the influences to American Government including 
political philosophers (Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Montesquieu, etc.) and founding documents 
(Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact, Declaration of Independence, U.S. 
Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the Federalist Papers, etc.).   (S1B12#1-2) (S2B12#1-3,5a-7) 
(S4B12#1-4b,6) (S6B12#1-3,5-6) 

GTCC.9-12.AMG.2     Develop skills to identify individual and political ideologies. Concepts 
should be based on the political spectrum:  liberal to conservative, radical to reactionary, and 
moderate to extreme viewpoints.  (S1B12#3) (S2B12#2-3,5) (S3B12#4) (S4B12#3,7) 
(S5B12#4,6) (S6B12#1-3) 

Theme 2  Government Structure 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.3       Explain the organization and role of the executive, legislative and 
judicial branches of government at the federal, state, local and tribal levels as defined in the   
U. S. Constitution. Emphasis will be placed on the functions and checks and balances of each 
branch of government at each level.  (S2B12#1,4-6) (S4B12#1,5)  
 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.4       Compare and contrast U. S. political parties including party structure, 
the nominating process, media fundraising, and the role of minor parties.  (S1B12#1-3) 
(S2B12#1,3,5) (S4B12#2-5,7,) (S5B12#4) (S6B12#1,4,6) 

GTCC.9-12.AMG.5        Analyze the structure of government for Montana’s tribal nations and 
their historical and current relationships with local, state, national and international authorities. 
(EU 4 and 7) 
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Theme 3: Rights and Responsibilities 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.6       Analyze the rights and responsibilities of American citizens emphasizing 
the protections contained within the Bill of Rights.  (S1B12#2) (S2B12#1,5-6) (S4B12#1,5,7) 

GTCC.9-12.AMG.7       Involvement in civic activities including voter registration, voting in 
simulated and/or real elections, communications with public officials, and attendance at public 
meetings. Examine current careers in Federal and State government. (Civil Service, Election 
Positions, Congressional Staff, Pages at both levels.)  (S1B12#1-3) (S2B12#6) (S6B12#1,6) 

Theme 4: Global Governments and International Relations 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.8      Compare and contrast political systems including democracy, monarchy, 
socialism, dictatorship, and communism.  (S1B12#1-3) (S2B12#2-3) (S3B12#4) (S4B12#4a-
4b,7)(S5B12#2-4,6) (S6B12#1,3,6) 
 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.9      Identify and analyze factors influencing U. S. governmental decision 
making. Emphasis placed on factors such as:  interest groups, media, public opinion, voter 
behavior, era, and international climate.  (S1B12#1-3) (S2B12#4,6-7) (S3B12#3,6-7) 
(S4B12#3,5) (S6B12#1,3) 

GTCC.9-12.AMG.10    Examine U. S. foreign policy with emphasis placed on current world 
events and conflicts.  (S1B12#1-3) (S2B12#2,4,7) (S3B12#4) (S4B12#1-2,4a-5) (S5B12#1-2,6) 
(S6B12#3,5-6) 

Theme 5: Media Literacy 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.11    Using a variety of media sources to research and evaluate primary and 
secondary sources emphasizing decision-making skills. (S1B12#1) (S2B12#5b-7,) (S4B12#3,5-
7) (S5B12#1,4) (S6B12#3,6) 
 
GTCC.9-12.AMG.12    Analyze current events. (S1B12#1-3) (S2B12#1-7) (S3B12#1-7) 
(S4B12#1-7) (S5B12#1-6) (S6B12#1-6) 

GTCC.9-12.AMG.13    Demonstrate ethical research practices.  (S2B12#7) 
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Support Materials:  

❖ mr.donn.org/government 
❖ Mock Trial Simulation of Cases 
❖ Rights Posters 
❖ ICivics 
❖ Current Events and Discussion 
❖ CNN10 
❖ Current Events 
❖ Case Law Discussion 
❖ Invite a Guest Speaker 
❖ Supreme Court Case Analysis and Debates 
❖ loc.gov 
❖ usa.gov 
❖ Quizzez 
❖ Youthleadership.net 
❖ whitehouse.gov 
❖ Bill of Rights.org 
❖ Montana Judicial Institute in October 
❖ First Amendment Center.org 
❖ newseuminstitute.org 
❖ spekr.org 
❖ kahoot.com 
❖ constitutioncenter.org 
❖ equalrightscenter.org 
❖ documentaryheaven.com 
❖ izzit.org 
❖ UpFront Magazine (New York Times) 
❖ 270 to Win.com 
❖ Montana.gov 
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