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 Golden Triangle Cooperative 

Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-8 

Writing 
 

MCCS.WHST= Montana Common Core Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies,  

     Science and Technical Subjects 

CCRA.W= College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 

GTCC= Golden Triangle Coop Curriculum  

 

Please Note:  When the standards talk about “text” that does not just mean the textbook.  Text is 

any piece of writing/articles/trade books that you may also be using. 

 

STANDARD 1  ARGUMENT WRITING in HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Text Types and Purposes 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 1 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.1   Know how to identify a credible source. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.2   Identify alternate, counter, or opposing claims. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.3   Identify relevant evidence. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.4   Identify and explain argument. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.5   Know how to write a concluding statement. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.6    Know and explain formal style. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.7   Write an argument to support claims with clear, logical reasons,  

       and relevant evidence. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.8   Write an argument which demonstrates logical organization of  

       reasons and evidence. 
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GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.9   Write an argument which cites accurate and credible sources of  

       information. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.10 Write an argument which establishes and maintains a formal style.  

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.11 Write an argument which uses words, phrases, and clauses to create 

       cohesion and clarify relationships among claims, counterclaims,  

       reasons and evidence.  

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.l2  Organize reasons and evidence logically. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.13 Build support for claims by distinguishing between relevant and  

       irrelevant evidence. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.14 Evaluate sources for credibility and accuracy.  

GTCC.6-8.WHST.1.15 Plan a concluding statement or section at the end of the argument. 

 

STANDARD 2  INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY WRITING in HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Text Types and Purposes 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of 

historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.      

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.    

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE: STANDARD 2 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.1   Identify a topic, practicing narrowing and fine-tuning that topic. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.2   Identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.3   Identify transitions.  

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.4   Identify a thesis. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.5   Know a basic format to build an informatory/explanatory text.  Use 

       that as a springboard. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.6   Develop a topic with concrete examples, quotations, examples. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.7   Apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.8   Practice informative/explanatory text to examine a topic, convey  

       ideas, or explain concepts.  Write informative/explanatory text for  

       all three reasons. 

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.9   Understand how to organize informative/explanatory text so it  

       conveys ideas, examines a topic, or explains concepts and   

       information. 
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GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.10 Understand how to make precise word choice and understand  

        domain-specific vocabulary. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.2.11 Use 6 traits of writing to plan and then revise text. 

            

STANDARD 3  NOT APPLICABLE to HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Text Types and Purposes 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.3 (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement) 

Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students be able to 

incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In history/social 

studies, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of 

historical import. In science and technical subjects, students must be able to write precise enough descriptions of the 

step-by-step procedures they use in their investigations or technical work that others can replicate them and 

(possibly) reach the same results. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 3 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.1   Identify various points of view in narratives. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.2   Identify narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description,  

       and reflection. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.3   Recognize how authors use precise words, sensory details,   

       transitions, and description in narrative writing. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.4   Practice writing narrative that fits into content area subjects. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.5   Practice improving narrative format using 6-trait writing as a  

                  planning guide and revision tool.  

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.6   Understand how to write a narrative that uses a variety of   

       transitions to convey sequence and signal shifts.   

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.7   Use precise, descriptive, and sensory language to capture action and 

       develop experiences and events. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.3.8   Understand how to write a narrative that leads to a reflective  

       conclusion. 

 

STANDARD 4  ORGANIZING WRITING IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 



2013 GTCC | Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-8 

Writing 

4 of 7 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 4 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.1   List reasons for writing:  decide on task, purpose, and audience. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.2   Practice idea development. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.3   Practice organization strategies 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.4   Determine suitable style and voice. 

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.5   Produce writing with clear idea development. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.6   Produce writing with clear organization. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.4.7   Produce clear writing with style and voice. 

 

STANDARD 5  USING the WRITING PROCESS in HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 

well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 5 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.5.1   Recognize strong and thorough textual evidence within the text. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.5.2   Identify examples of inference. 

Skills:  

GTCC.6-8.WHST.5.3   Explain inferences from the text. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.5.4   Interpret how the text uses ambiguity or leaves matters uncertain. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.5.5   Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support the text. 

 

STANDARD 6  TECHNOLOGY WITH WRITING in HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 

and present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.  
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STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 

writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 6 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.6.1   Identify publishing and collaboration options that use technology. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.6.2   Know how to collaborate. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.6.3   Practice using technology (internet) to produce, revise, edit, and   

       publish writing. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.6.4   Practice using technology to interact and collaborate with others. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.6.5   Practice using technology to present information and ideas. 

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.6.6   Conduct short research projects that answer questions, draw on  

       several sources, and generate focused questions that allow for many 

       avenues of exploration. 

 

STANDARD 7  CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on 

focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 7 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.7.1   Know how to select reliable sources of information. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.7.2   Know inquiry methods to conduct a research project. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.7.3   Practice determining which facts or examples best answer a   

       question. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.7.4   Practice drawing conclusions about the validity of sources. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.7.5   Practice identifying reliable sources of information. 

Concepts: 
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GTCC.6-8.WHST.7.6   Understand how to conduct short research projects that answer  

       questions, draw on several sources, and allow for multiple avenues  

       of exploration. 

 

STANDARD 8  GATHERING RELEVANT INFORMATION; AVOID PLAGIARISM; USE 

ADVANCED SEARCHES; KNOW RELEVANCE of SOURCES   

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple oral, print and digital 

sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 

the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 8 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.8.1   Know standard format for a citation. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.8.2   Know effective search terms. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.8.3   Know relevance of information gathered from print and digital  

       sources. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.8.4   Demonstrate ability to cite, gather relevant information, and avoid  

       plagiarism.   

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.8.5   Apply ability to cite, gather relevant information, and avoid   

       plagiarism in own research. 

 

STANDARD 9  ANALYSIS, REFLECTION, RESEARCH--INCLUDE TEXT  about AMERICAN 

INDIANS 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE: STANDARD 9 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.9.1   Identify key ideas and details that support conclusions. 
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GTCC.6-8.WHST.9.2   Cite evidence in a text to help analyze text. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.9.3   Identify key ideas, details, and evidence in OPI’s IEFA historical  

       books, articles, poems concerning American Indians. 

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.9.4   Reflect on key ideas and details as evidence of support and   

       understanding. 

 

STANDARD 10 WRITING OVER SHORT and LONG TIME FRAMES in HISTORY/SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

Range of Writing 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.WHST.6-8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences.  

GOLDEN TRIANGLE:  STANDARD 10 

Facts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.10.1   Identify discipline-specific tasks, audiences, and purposes. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.10.2   Identify appropriate organizational structure for various writing. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.10.3   Identify audience, topic, and purpose. 

Skills: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.10.4   Practice writing for various audiences, purposes or tasks for  

         shortened time frames. 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.10.5   Practice writing for various audiences, purposes or tasks for  

         extended time frames. 

Concepts: 

GTCC.6-8.WHST.10.6   Determine when to write for short or extended time frames based  

         on audience, purpose, or task. 

 

 

 

 


