
2013 GTCC  | Standards for ELA 4 

Language 

1 of 6 

 

 Golden Triangle Cooperative 

Standards for ELA Grade 4 

Language 
MCCS.L= Montana Common Core Language Standards 

CCRA.L= College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language 

GTCC= Golden Triangle Coop Curriculum  

 

STANDARD 1 

Conventions of Standard English  

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 

b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

d. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a  

     red small bag). 

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 

f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.L.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

Please read before using the Golden Triangle Curriculum.  We have divided the curriculum into 

FACTS, SKILLS, and CONCEPTS.  Students must know facts and then practice skills to internalize the 

standards.  If they have done this, they are ready for the Concepts where students will tackle higher level 

thinking.  When you see the word Understand, you will know that you can decide how you want your 

students to show that understanding. Do you want them to do a Compare/Contrast activity that would be 

Analysis or maybe a letter to the editor that would be Evaluation and Analysis? You will have to become 

reacquainted with Bloom’s Taxonomy to do justice to the Concepts Section of the curriculum. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 1 

Conventions of Standard English 

Facts: 
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GTCC.4.L.1.1   Identify relative pronouns and adverbs. 

GTCC.4.L.1.2   Recognize progressive verb tenses and modal auxiliaries/helping verbs. 

GTCC.4.L.1.3   Identify prepositional phrases. 

GTCC.4.L.1.4   Recognize fragments and run ons. 

GTCC.4.L.1.5   Identify frequently confused words/ homophones. 

Skills: 

GTCC.4.L.1.6   Practice to perfect command of standard English grammar and usage  

     when speaking. 

GTCC.4.L.1.7   Practice modal auxiliaries to convey various conditions. (can, may must) 

GTCC.4.L.1.8   Practice correcting and not using inappropriate fragments. 

Concepts: At this level students should be indepently competent at the objectives 

GTCC.4.L.1.9   Demonstrate command of standard English grammar and usage when  

      writing. 

GTCC.4.L.1.10  Understand how to use can, may, and must in all situations.  

GTCC.4.L.1.11  Order adjectives according to conventional patterns. 

GTCC.4.L.1.12  Correct inappropriate fragments or run-ons in sentences. 

GTCC.4.L.1.13  Understand relative pronouns and adverbs and identify them when   

                 writing or reading. 

GTCC.4.L.1.14  Understand prepositions and prepositional phrases and be able to identify  

       them when writing or reading. 

 

STANDARD 2 

Conventions of Standard English  

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.L.4.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use correct capitalization. 

b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 

c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 2 

Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling 

Facts: 

GTCC.4.L.2.1   Apply correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in writing. 

GTCC.4.L.2.2   Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

GTCC.4.L.2.3    Know coordinating conjunctions. 
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GTCC.4.L.2.4   Know that coordinating conjunctions connect two or more independent  

      clauses. 

GTCC.4.L.2.5   Use commas before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

GTCC.4.L.2.6   Recall and apply spelling rules. 

GTCC.4.L.2.7   Identify and correct misspelled words. 

GTCC.4.L.2.8   Know procedures to efficiently find correct spelling. 

GTCC.4.L.2.9   Consult references as needed. 

 

Skills: 

GTCC.4.L.2.10 Practice all the above objectives in a variety of ways: group lessons,   

      independent lessons, writing, reading and identifying in other’s work.    

GTCC.4.L.2.11 Practice identifying and applying specific spelling rules, strategies, and  

      associations. Always have the focus of these objectives when students are  

      looking at their own writing. 

Concepts: 

GTCC.4.L.2.12 Understand and be able to use the above objectives.   These objectives are  

      focusing on 6 Trait Writing—Conventions. 

            

STANDARD 3 

Knowledge of Language  

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.L.4.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

b. Choose punctuation for effect.* 

c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where  

     informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion). 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 

in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 3    

Words and Phrases, Punctuation, Formal and Informal English 

Facts 

GTCC.4.L.3.1   Recognize language conventions for writing, speaking, reading, and   

     listening. 

GTCC.4.L.3.2   Recognize types of punctuation. 

GTCC.4.L.3.3   Recognize fundamentals of formal and informal English. 

Skills: 

GTCC.4.L.3.4  Use knowledge of language when speaking. 
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GTCC.4.L.3.5  Use knowledge of language conventions when speaking. 

GTCC.4.L.3.6  Use words and phrases precisely when speaking. 

GTCC.4.L.3.7  Practice differentiating between contexts that call for formal English (e.g.,  

     presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate  

     (e.g., small-group discussion).  Grammar resources do explore this idea. 

Concepts: At this level students should be independently competent using the objectives. 

GTCC.4.L.3.8   Apply language convention knowledge when writing, reading, or listening. 

GTCC.4.L.3.9   Choose words and phrases precisely. 

GTCC.4.L.3.10 Use punctuation for effect. 

GTCC.4.L.3.11 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English and informal 

     This standard focuses on word choice and conventions in 6 TRAIT   

     WRITING. 

 

STANDARD 4 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.L.4.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or  

     phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word  

     (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the  

     pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized 

reference materials, as appropriate. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 4 

Context, Affixes, Roots, Dictionaries, and Glossaries 

Facts: 

GTCC.4.L.4.1   Identify and define Greek and Latin and affixes and roots. 

GTCC.4.L.4.2   Identify common context. 

GTCC.4.L.4.3   Use a pronunciation guide. 

GTCC.4.L.4.4   Use print and digital reference materials to find pronunciation.                               

Skills: 

GTCC.4.L.4.5   Practice the above objectives in many ways so students internalize the  

     information. EX:  writing, reading and pointing out examples, sharing with 

     each other, guided classroom practice.    

Concepts: At this level students should be independently competent using objectives. 
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GTCC.4.L.4.6   Understand the meaning of words by examining a text for context.     

GTCC.4.L.4.7   Understand the meaning of words using Greek and latin affixes and roots.   

GTCC.4.L.4.8   Understand how to choose from a range of vocabulary strategies to   

     determine a word’s meaning. 

  

STANDARD 5 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.L.4.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with    

     similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships 

and nuances in word meanings. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 5 

Figurative Language, Word Relationships and Nuances in Word Meaning 

Facts: 

GTCC.4.L.5.1   Relate words to their opposites (homonyms) or to those similar but not  

      identical in meaning (synonyms).    

GTCC.4.L.5.2   Recognize and define simple similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, and  

      proverbs in context.      

Skills: 

GTCC.4.L.5.3   Practice using similes, metaphors, personifications, idioms, adages, and  

      proverbs in writing and finding evidence from text. 

GTCC.4.L.5.4   Practice finding synonyms for words.  More specific synonyms make better 

     mind pictures (run vs. gallop). 

GTCC.4.L.5.5   Practice using homonyms and pointing out what they are. 

Concepts: At this level students should be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.4.L.5.6   Understand, explain, and use simple similes and metaphors in context in  

     writing and point out in reading.  Can discuss what they mean and use in  

     their own writing. 

GTCC.4.L.5.7   Understand, explain, and use common idioms, adages and proverbs.  Can  

     discuss what they mean and use in their own writing. 

GTCC.4.L.5.8   Understand synonyms and antonyms and how to identify and use. 

  

STANDARD 6 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  
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STATE STANDARD--MCCS.L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, 

whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 

discussing animal preservation). 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.L.6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 

level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important 

to comprehension or expression. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 6 

Academic and Grade-appropriate Academic and Domain-specific Words and Phrases 

Facts: 

GTCC.4.L.6.1   Acquire grade appropriate general academic and domain-specific words. 

GTCC.4.L.6.2   Know words that signal precise actions, emotions, and states of being. 

GTCC.4.L.6.3   Know words that are basic to a particular topic. 

Skills: 

GTCC.4.L.6.4   Practice the above objectives through direct vocabulary instruction,  

     insisting on competence in their own writing, and using text to practice  

     identifying the vocabulary.  Reading complex text and identifying Tier 2  

     and 3 words practices these skills.  Tier 2 words are words they do not  

     really know in a text and Tier 3 words are the content-specific vocabulary.      

Concepts: At this level students should be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.4.L.6.5   Understand and use grade appropriate general and academic and domain  

     specific words. 

GTCC.4.L.6.6   Understand and use words that signal precise actions, emotions, and states  

     of being. 

GTCC.4.L.6.7   Understand and use words that are basic to a particular topic or content  

     area. 

 

 


