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 Golden Triangle Cooperative 

Standards for ELA Grade 8 

Speaking and Listening 
MCCS.SL= Montana Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 

CCRA.W= College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening  

GTCC= Golden Triangle Coop Curriculum  

 

STANDARD 1 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that  

     preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under  

     discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and  

     deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments  

     with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own  

     views in light of the evidence presented. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations 

and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

 

Please read before using the Golden Triangle Curriculum.  We have divided the curriculum into 

FACTS, SKILLS, and CONCEPTS.  Students must know facts and then practice skills to internalize the 

standards.  If they have done this, they are ready for the Concepts where students will tackle higher level 

thinking.  When you see the word Understand, you will know that you can decide how you want your 

students to show that understanding. Do you want them to do a Compare/Contrast activity that would be 

Analysis or maybe a letter to the editor that would be Evaluation and Analysis? You will have to become 

reacquainted with Bloom’s Taxonomy to do justice to the Concepts Section of the curriculum. 
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 1 

Discussions 

Facts: 

GTCC.8.SL.1.1   Identify key ideas and new information. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.2   Identify appropriate eye-contact, volume and pronunciation.  

GTCC.8.SL.1.3   Identify the purpose of coming prepared. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.4   Identify the effectiveness of reading for different purposes. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.5   Identify main idea for discussion. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.6   Identify how and when to ask relevant questions about new information. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.7   Identify various forms of questioning techniques.  

GTCC.8.SL.1.8   Identify main ideas in speakers discourse. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.9   Identify evidence, observations, and ideas to determine main ideas. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.10 Identify rules and roles for collegial discussion. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.11 Identify goals and deadlines. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.12 Identify ways to track progress toward specific goals and deadlines. 

Skills: 

GTCC.8.SL.1.13 Participate effectively in  collaborative discussion. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.14 Use appropriate eye-contact, volume and pronunciation. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.15 Articulate personal ideas clearly. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.16 Synthesize ideas to formulate new questions and responses. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.17 Incorporate evidence, observations, and ideas to express main ideas. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.18 Pre-read materials for discussion, choosing appropriate material, to share 

        during collaborative discussion. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.19 Develop listening and note taking skills. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.20 Listen to other speakers and determine when to speak. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.21 Implement methods to meet specific goals and deadlines. 

Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.22 Pose and respond to relevant questions and commentary from several  

           speakers and be open to their ideas.  

GTCC.8.SL.1.23 Understand how questions elicit new information.  

GTCC.8.SL.1.24 Understand how evidence, observations, and ideas relate to new   

        information. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.25 Determine value of collaboration in developing new ideas. 

GTCC.8.SL.1.26 Relate new information to prior knowledge. 

 

STANDARD 2 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.SL.8.2  Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its 

presentation. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 2 

Analyze Information Presented in Diverse Media and Evaluate Motives 

Facts: 

GTCC.8.SL.2.1   Identify diverse media and formats. 

GTCC.8.SL.2.2   Identify the purpose of  presenting information diverse media and   

        formats. 

Skills: 

GTCC.8.SL.2.3   Practice  analyzing the information presented to determine purpose. 

GTCC.8.SL.2.4   Evaluate the purpose of the information. 

GTCC.8.SL.2.5   Evaluate the motives in the production of the information.    

        Example:  motives could be social, commercial, or political 

Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.8.SL.2.6   Determining the motives of using diverse media and formats. 

GTCC.8.SL.2.7   Determining accuracy and credibility of  diverse media and formats that  

        may be visual, quantitative, and oral. 

            

STANDARD 3 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.SL.8.3  Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness 

of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 

and rhetoric. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 3 

Argument, Claims, Reasoning and Relevance 

Facts: 

GTCC.8.SL.3.1   Identify elements of an oral argument. 

GTCC.8.SL.3.2   Identify rhetorical and non-verbal techniques speakers use to make  

        claims. 

GTCC.8.SL.3.3   Identify the techniques speakers use to persuade an audience. 

GTCC.8.SL.3.4   Identify relevant and irrelevant evidence. 

Skills: 

GTCC.8.SL.3.5   Analyze rhetorical technique of a speaker. 

GTCC.8.SL.3.6   Evaluate the effectiveness of a speaker’s argument. 

Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.8.SL.3.7   Understand how to look at a speaker’s argument and specific claims and  

        evaluate the reasoning and evidence as well as identifying when the  

        evidence is irrelevant. 
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STANDARD 4 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.SL.8.4  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 

coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 

listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 4 

Speeches 

Facts: 

GTCC.8.SL.4.1   Know how to present clear claims and findings. 

GTCC.8.SL.4.2   Know how to make the claims and findings focused, coherent, and clear. 

GTCC.8.SL.4.3   Know the importance of appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and  

        clear pronunciation. 

Skills: 

GTCC.8.SL.4.4   Present claims, evidence, and findings in an organized, clear manner. 

GTCC.8.SL.4.5   Practice clear and coherent verbal and nonverbal communication   

        techniques. 

Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.8.SL.4.6   Determine the organization of relevant speaking points and develop clear  

        claims, evidence, and findings that leave no questions for the listener. 

GTCC.8.SL.4.7   Determine appropriate verbal and nonverbal communication techniques. 

 

STANDARD 5 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.SL.8.5  Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 

information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.SL.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to 

express information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 5 

Presentations Using Multimedia and Visual Displays 

Facts: 

GTCC.8.SL.5.1   Identify when to use multimedia and visual displays in presentations. 

GTCC.8.SL.5.2   Identify how multimedia and visual displays will strengthen claims and  

        evidence. 
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GTCC.8.SL.5.3   Identify how multimedia and visual displays add interest to a   

        presentation. 

Skills: 

GTCC.8.SL.5.4   Create relevant multimedia and visual displays. 

GTCC.8.SL.5.5   Determine appropriate and effective presentation style. 

Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.8.SL.5.6   Evaluate how presentations add to understanding.  

GTCC.8.SL.5.7   Evaluate appropriate and effective presentation style. 

 

STANDARD 6 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

STATE STANDARD--MCCS.SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.SL.6  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 

demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 6 

Adapt Speech to Variety of Contexts and Task--Use Formal English when 

Appropriate 

Facts: 

GTCC.8.SL.6.1   Identify appropriate contexts and tasks when presenting. 

GTCC.8.SL.6.2   Identify formal and informal English. 

Skills: 

GTCC.8.SL.6.3   Develop a command of formal English. 

GTCC.8.SL.6.4   Choose correct context and tasks for formal English. 

GTCC.8.SL.6.5   Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and task. 

Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 

GTCC.8.SL.6.6   Determine appropriate style of speech for task and audience and follow  

        through with own speech development. 

 


