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 Golden Triangle Cooperative 

Standards for ELA 9-10 

Writing 
MCCS.W= Montana Common Core Writing Standards 

CCRA.W= College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 

GTCC= Golden Triangle Coop Curriculum  
 
STANDARD 1 
Text Types and Purposes 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

text, including culturally diverse topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an  

     organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths  

     and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the  

     relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and  

     counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 

     the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 

Please read before using the Golden Triangle Curriculum.  We have divided the curriculum into 

FACTS, SKILLS, and CONCEPTS.  Students must know facts and then practice skills to internalize the 

standards.  If they have done this, they are ready for the Concepts where students will tackle higher level 

thinking.  When you see the word Understand, you will know that you can decide how you want your 

students to show that understanding. Do you want them to do a Compare/Contrast activity that would be 

Analysis or maybe a letter to the editor that would be Evaluation and Analysis? You will have to become 

reacquainted with Bloom’s Taxonomy to do justice to the Concepts Section of the curriculum. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 1 

Writing Argument 

Facts: 

GTCC.9-10.W.1.1   Define precise claim and counterclaim. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.2   Define and generate substantive topics or texts. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.3   Recognize relevant and sufficient evidence. 
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GTCC.9-10.W.1.4   Identify fair and unfair claims and counterclaims. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.5   Recognize concluding statements or support the argument presented. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.6   Explain audience awareness, including knowledge level and concerns. 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.7   Identify issues and investigate alternative explanations and/or solutions 

            and defend a position by using relevant evidence, reason and logic.  

GTCC.9-10.W.1.8   Write in a variety of genres including narrative, argumentative, and  

            informative essays, styles, and points of view 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.9   Use conventions including appropriate usage, spelling, capitalization  

            and mechanics of sentence structure to support effective    

            communication. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.10 Select an organizational structure that establishes clear relationships  

            among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.11 Achieve clarity through organization, idea development, voice, word  

            choice, and fluency in his or her writing. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.12 Analyze a substantive topic or text to determine if it is suitable for a  

            written argument. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.13 Determine methods to introduce precise claim(s) and distinguish the  

            claim(s) from alternate opposing claims. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.14 Analyze the knowledge level and concerns of the rhetorical audience. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.15 Clarify relationships: 1) among claims and reasons; 2) between reasons 

            and evidence; and 3) between claims and counterclaims using words,  

            phrases, and clauses. 
GTCC.9-10.W.1.16 Develop formal writing style and objective tone while attending to the  

            norms and conventions of the discipline. 
  
STANDARD 2 
Text Types and Purposes 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 

concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and  

     distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when  

     useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details,  

     quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify  

     the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of  

     the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation  

     presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 2 

Writing Informative/Explanatory Text 

Facts: 

GTCC.9-10.W.2.1   Utilize technologies for researching, writing, revising and editing to  

            publish final products individually or in collaboration. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.2   Examine ideas, correct organization, appropriate transitions and word  

            choice in expository writing. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.3   Locate appropriate summary language for a selection of expository  

            text. 
Skills: 
GTCC.11-12.W.2.4 Write in a variety of genres including narrative, argumentative, and  

            informative essays, styles, and points of view. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.5   Achieve clarity through organization, idea development, voice, word  

            choice, and fluency in his or her writing. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.6   Examine organization, media and graphics available that may be  

            appropriate to further understanding of text. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.7   Classify available and appropriate facts, definitions and details. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.8   Able to decipher appropriate quotes for specific concepts, with a  

            specific audience in mind. 
GTCC.9-10.W.2.9   Distinguish between optimal styles and tone, while utilizing   

            appropriate and various transitions between complex ideas. 
 
STANDARD 3 
Text Types and Purposes 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or  

     multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of  

     experiences or events. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to  

     develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent  

     whole. 
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the  

     experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over  

     the course of the narrative. 
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 3 

Write Narrative--Develop Real or Imagined Experiences 

Facts: 
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GTCC.9-10.W.3.1   Identify numerous points of view in narratives. 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.3.2   Create a narrative using appropriate sensory language and transitions. 
GTCC.9-10.W.3.3   Prepare an organized narrative using a consistent point of view and  

            logical sequence of events. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.3.4   Understand the effects of using different points of view in a narrative. 
GTCC.9-10.W.3.5   Understand the reasoning behind authors' choices for particular points 

            of view. 
GTCC.9-10.W.3.6   Comprehend the relationship between experiences and events within  

            the text. 
 
STANDARD 4 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1-3 above.)               
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 4 

Development, Organization, and Style 

Facts: 

GTCC.9-10.W.4.1   Identify appropriate styles for specific audiences and/or purpose. 
GTCC.9-10.W.4.2   Grade-specific expectations for writing types are in Standards 1-3. 
GTCC.9-10.W.4.3   Know how to do effective development, organization, and style for  

            different kinds of writing (argument, explanatory/informative,   

            narrative). 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.4.4   Create clear and concise writing, using detailed ideas, appropriate  

            organization and style, suitable for specific audiences and tasks. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.4.5   Decipher intended task, purposes and audience through writing style  

            for all different kinds of writing. 
GTCC.9-10.W.4.6   Understand tactics used to develop appropriate styles and organization 

            to use with different kinds of writing. 
 
STANDARD 5 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 

audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including 

grades 9-10.) 
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STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 5 

Writing Process 

Facts: 
GTCC.9-10.W.5.1   Know how to plan, revise, edit, rewrite or try a whole new approach. 
GTCC.9-10.W.5.2   Examine relevant information for the needs of the intended audience. 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.5.3   Develop and strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing,   

            rewriting or trying a new approach focusing on what would be the  

            most important for a specific purpose or audience. 
Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.5.4   Strengthen and apply existing knowledge of the  writing process.  
GTCC.9-10.W.5.5   Apply knowledge over and over of the conventions of writing in   

                      Language Standards 1-3 up to and including Grade 9-10. 
 
STANDARD 6 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 

display information flexibly and dynamically. 
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 

writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 6 

Use Technology to Produce and Publish Writing 

Facts: 
GTCC.9-10.W.6.1   Know how to use technology, including the Internet to produce,   

            publish, and update individual and shared writing pieces. 
GTCC.9-10.W.6.2   List ways to access and update links with relevant information to let  

            writer display information flexibly and dynamically.  
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.6.3   Incorporate knowledge of technology, including the Internet, to   

            produce, revise, edit and publish writing. 
GTCC.9-10.W.6.4   Demonstrate knowledge of technology by incorporating appropriate  

            links to sources of information. 
GTCC.9-10.W.6.5   Connect with others through the internet with the intent to share  

            writing and collaborate on projects. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.6.6   Understand how to use technology, including the Internet, to produce,  

            publish, and update individual and shared writing piece. 
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GTCC.9-10.W.6.7   Use the great capability of technology to link information and to  

            enhance the display. 
 
STANDARD 7 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 

synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on 

focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 7 

Short Research and Longer Research Projects 

Facts: 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.1   Identify short as well as more sustained research topics to answer a  

            question or self-generated question to solve a problem. 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.2   Know when to appropriately narrow and broaden inquiries. 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.3   Use reference materials appropriately. 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.4   Execute short and sustained research to answer a question or solve a  

            problem. 
Concepts: At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.5   Analyze the credibility of the sources used. 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.6   Understand how to focus research questions to task at hand. 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.7   Integrate information from multiple sources. 
GTCC.9-10.W.7.8   Understand how to tell if research project will be short or long to  

            answer a question. 
 
STANDARD 8 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 

sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research 

question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 

following a standard format for citation. 
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 8 

Gather Information--Assess Credibility of Sources--Avoid Plagiarism 

Facts: 

GTCC.9-10.W.8.1   Credit and cite appropriate digital and print sources. 
GTCC.9-10.W.8.2   Identify and avoid plagiarism. 
Skills: 
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GTCC.9-10.W.8.3   Cite consistently in assigned format. 
GTCC.9-10.W.8.4   Collect relevant information from sources found through effective  

            searches. 
GTCC.9-10.W.8.5   Create a document using appropriately researched and cited   

            information while avoiding plagiarism. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.8.6   Analyze the quality and credibility of sources used in the research. 
GTCC.9-10.W.8.7   Understand how to gather information from multiple print and digital  

            source, using advanced searches, assessing the usefulness of each  

            source, integrate information into text to maintain flow of ideas, and  

            avoid plagiarism. 
 
STANDARD 9 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts, including American 

Indian texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and    

     transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid  

     or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]” and as in James Welch’s Fools  

     Crow, the author retells the Pikuni traditional story, “Star Boy.” ). 
b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument  

     and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and  

     sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”). 
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 9 

Draw Evidence from Informational or Literary Text to Support Analysis, 

Reflection, and Research 

Facts: 
GTCC.9-10.W.9.1   Cite critical ideas that provide evidence to support conclusions about  

            information gathered through credible research. 
GTCC.9-10.W.9.2   Know from reading standards to literature how to analyze how an  

            author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work.   

                       Examples above in State Standard. 
 GTCC.9-10.W.9.3   Know from non-fiction reading standards how to delineate and   

             evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether  

             the reasoning is valid. 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.9.4   Assess and evaluate arguments and claims within non-fiction or fiction  

            works by weighing evidence appropriately through the process of  

            analysis. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.9.5   Understand how to write with fiction or nonfiction text, knowing how  

            to analyze how the author draws on or transforms source material in  
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            fiction to how to delineate and evaluate an argument with specific  

            claims in non-fiction. 
 
STANDARD 10 
Range of Writing 
STATE STANDARD--MCCS.W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
STATE ANCHOR STANDARD--CCRA.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences.  
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CURRICULUM FOR STANDARD 10 

Write Long and Short Pieces for a Variety of Purposes 

Facts: 
GTCC.9-10.W.10.1   Know how to write over extended time frames or for a shorter time  

              frame depending on task, purpose, and audience. 
Skills: 
GTCC.9-10.W.10.2   Prepare for both long and short writing assignments and execute  

              product according to time given. 
Concepts:  At this level students need to be independently competent using objectives. 
GTCC.9-10.W.10.3   Determine appropriate organizational structure for various types of  

              writing based on task, purpose and audience. 
 


